
BY LESLIE BERKMAN

Reflecting Costa Mesa’s pivot in recent 
years toward appreciating blue collar work-
ers and unions, the Costa Mesa City Coun-

cil Feb. 1 adopted the city’s first Community 
Workforce Agreement with the Los Angeles/
Orange Counties Building and Construction 
Trades Council.  

Over the next five years, it will cover at 
least $80 million in public works projects 
that will be built with union labor standards. 

The council approved the agreement by a 
6-1 vote.  

Council members said they welcomed 
the prospect of high-quality work by well-
trained construction workers on safe job 
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Building Trades leaders, representatives and members join Hackman Capital Partners to sign a Project Labor Agreement.

TRADES GO TO TELEVISION CITY
$1 billion makeover will strengthen entertainment industry
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The CWA will cover work on the lakes at TeWinkle Park.
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BY ANNE-MARIE OTEY

When a big player signs a deal with the 
major leagues, they hold a signing ceremo-
ny. With a billion-dollar project on the line, 
Hackman Capital Partners and the Building 
Trades did the same thing.

On June 1, more than 100 Trades union 
leaders and representatives gathered to wit-

ness Chris Hannan, Executive Secretary of 
the Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building 
and Construction Trades Council, and Mi-
chael Hackman, founder and CEO of Hack-
man Capital Partners, sign a Project Labor 
Agreement to guarantee all union labor for 
the modernization of Television City.

The ceremony took place at the Pico Blvd. 

headquarters of Laborers Local 300.
“I want to thank Television City and Hack-

man Capital Partners for forging a PLA, 
which recognizes the benefits of building 
with union labor and will create thousands 
of good-paying construction jobs,” Hannan 
told the crowd. 

With this momentous start, the makeover 

of Television City at Beverly Blvd. and Fair-
fax Avenue is now moving through the LA 
city approval process. It will create an esti-
mated 4,220 jobs during construction.

The plan, dubbed TVC 2050: The Los An-
geles Studio Plan, will add 1 million square 
feet, building on a flexible framework to 

SEE TVC 2050 PAGE 18

SEE COSTA MESA PAGE 6
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dramatically expand and improve its 
production operations. 

Relentless demand in the streaming 
era is outrunning studio inventory.

“Los Angeles lacks the modern sound 
stages and production facilities to meet 
market demand and we need to invest in 
our city’s most identifiable industry,” 
Hackman said.

Built in 1952, the 25-acre Television 
City is both an embodiment of Hol-
lywood’s golden era and a production 
workhorse that’s still being used. It’s 
been home to a long list of popular sit-
coms and game shows, from “Good 
Times” to “The Price Is Right.” Current-
ly, it includes approximately 750,000 
square feet of sound stages, offices and 
production support space. 

Entertainment production is thriving 
in Southern California, and TVC 2050 
will help the region meet future needs. 

The idea is to make the current Televi-

sion City into a bigger, more functional 
enterprise, adaptable to technological 
innovation. And a facelift—a lively cre-
ative campus, landscaped enclaves and 
spruced-up sidewalks, as well as a mo-
bility hub—doesn’t hurt. 

Billions in Impact
Hackman Capital Partners acquired the 
property in 2019.

“Television City is one of the great 
Hollywood studio lots and we’re proud 
to partner with the LA/OC Building 
Trades on TVC 2050 to ensure that it 

will remain a robust job creator and 
world-class studio for decades to come,” 
Hackman said.

A Los Angeles County Economic De-
velopment Corporation report projects a 
$2.1 billion total economic output dur-
ing construction, $2.4 billion annually 
and more than 18,000 jobs once opera-
tional. 

In renderings, the faded and sprawl-
ing lot is replaced with sleek production 
office buildings, abundant greenery and 
reinvigorated streetscapes. The original 
1952 primary studio complex, deemed 
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Members of Laborers Local 300, which hosted the gathering.

TVC 2050
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The 25-acre site will keep some vintage elements while adding sleek production office buildings and sound stages.
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a Historic-Cultural Monument, will be 
preserved, while others will be demol-
ished to make room for new configura-
tions. 

New subterranean and above-grade 
parking will accommodate more than 
5,000 vehicles. And in a nod to sus-
tainability, TVC 2050 will create a 
“multi-modal motility hub” to connect 
workers and residents to nearby transit, 
including the Metro Purple Line’s fu-
ture Wilshire/Fairfax subway station, 
now under construction by the Building 
Trades and slated to open in 2024.

Solar Panels and Public Spaces
TVC 2050 has committed to environ-
mentally friendly design, including so-
lar panels, adaptive re-use, drought-tol-
erant landscaping and enhanced public 
spaces. 

Hackman Capital Partners, which also 
owns Culver Studios and the Sony Ani-
mation Building in Culver City, Radford 
Studio Center in Studio City, Raleigh 
Studios in Hollywood and Manhattan 
Beach Studios, has nurtured communi-
ty relationships in the Fairfax District. 
Support for the project is strong, with 
allies including the Holocaust Museum, 
Streetlights (which brings young profes-
sionals of color into IATSE Local 33), 
the LA Conservancy for historic preser-
vation and even local favorite Canter’s 
Deli.

The Building Trades now join this 
team. 

“LA needs more sound stages to keep 
our economy strong,” Hannan said. “The 
Building Trades have the skilled women 
and men to construct these stages to the 
quality the entertainment industry de-
mands. Let’s get this built!” Union members enjoy freshly made tacos. 

Television City was built in 1952.

SMART Local 105 joins the ceremony, led by new Business Manager Steve Hinson (fourth from right) and, l-r, organizers Brian Germain and Eric Farrar; business representatives Tim Hinson, Anthony Campos and Donny E. 
Sappington; and organizers Jordan Chechitelli and Abel Cortinas.

Chris Hannan, center, Executive Secretary of the Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building and Construction 
Trades Council, and Michael Hackman, right, founder and CEO of Hackman Capital Partners, meet to sign 
the Project Labor Agreement. Paul Koretz, left, is City Councilmember for the Television City area.

Representing IUPAT District Council 36, l-r: Henry Pena, Bob Smith and Carlos Torres.




